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Febuary, 2004 Top Cat's Monthly Newsletter 

ROAR 
PRESIDENT'S CORNER 

Brrr...9 degrees F... Tuesday, January 6th. I arrived 
at the Boathouse early for the first Top Cats meet- 
ing of 2004. As I walked into the lounge, I met the 
owner, Jim. He was not having a good day. Earlier 
the water pipes had burst and half of his heating 
system was not functioning. Our meeting room 
would not be available. He volunteered the use of 
the bar area or the partially heated dining room in 
its place. My initial thoughts were great, my first 
meeting as president and I am already having to 
improvise. My next thoughts were that the turnout 
would probably be light because of the weather and 
besides there was a nice fire burning in the hearth. 
I was mistaken. We ended up with SRO and a very 
smokey atmosphere. For this I apologize and I 
assure you that the no smoking during meetings 
rule is still in effect. This instance was out of our 
control. 

Vice President Chuck Prettyman's offer of a free 
mandatory lobotomy and your club dues being paid 
if you rode your motorcycle to the meeting went 
uncollected. 

The Board's agenda for 2004 will initially be the 
review of all aspects of the Club with the eventual 
outcome being a policy or framework for each 
activity in written form. This information will be 
shared with the membership through articles in 
ROAR. 

As I mentioned last month, Top Cats is entering its 
10th.year as an organization.In this issue, the first 
of 10 articles on the history of Top Cats will appear. 
Take a look. 

Jim Haase has submitted the first draft of the 2004 
Ride Calendar and it really looks exciting. We will 
be sharing it with you after Board approval. 

Till next month, get ready to... 

Saddle Up, 

Jim Heniff  

Kaution Korner 
By Ric "CLUTCH" Case 
Safety Committee Chair 

Slow Turn Maneuvers - Counter Steering 

As the time approaches for the snow to melt from the warm 
spring like sunshine, all avid motorcycle enthusiasts begin 
to think about pulling that motorcycle out for some short 
quick warm (up) runs. Here is an exercise to bring back 
your limited space maneuvers skills. At a very slow speed 
while you turn the handlebars, shift your weight from the 
center of the seat to the outside edge of the seat to counter 
balance the weight transfer of the motorcycle weight to the 
inside of the turn. At the same time apply extra pressure on 
the outside floorboard or peg, thus increasing the weight on 
the outside of the turn. You are now in a counter steering 
situation. You can further help stabilize the motorcycle by 
dragging the rear brake, while feathering the clutch and 
maintaining slightly above idle throttle control. This is 
slightly more difficult to do when turning to the right than 
when turning to the left because your foot position could 
be pinched on the rear brake and your throttle position is 
in and down instead of out and down. DO NOT APPLY 
THE FRONT BRAKE WHILE THE HANDLEBARS 
ARE TURNED. Putting your foot down on the inside of 
the turn may prevent you from losing control if your bal-
ance and weight position are too far inside. You may want 
to practice this with another riding companion should 
happen to actually lay the motorcycle onto its side. You can 
help each other upright the laid down motorcycle. 

NEXT MONTH'S KAUTION KORNER TOPIC: 
How to upright a dropped motorcycle when you are 

alone. 

Jim Haase is adding a new feature to ROAR this month and 
for the foreseeable future. This feature will be safety and/or 
riding tips from the world - renowned David Hough's pub-
lications. From Traveler's perspective, Hough is currently 
the leading authority on street riding 99% of the time. Jim 
has gone to great lengths to get copyright clearance and for-
matting for the Top Cats ROAR. Thanks, Jim. 

Ric "CLUTCH" Case 



TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" o 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries. 

I HE BIKERS WHO MEAN BUSINESS 

President 	Jim "Iceman" Heniff 	 847/381-5357 
(j heniff(aem ail statio n.com) 

Vice President 	Chuck Prettyman 	 847/382-4269 
(cpman4•aol.com ) 

Treasurer 	Don Schaffer 	 847/564-1489 
(numbersman@thecpas.biz) 

Secretary 	Ken Glassman 	 847/394-2646 
Ohms keye50(a hotmaiLcom) 

Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 
1941 -71101 

Past President 	Sanra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 
(vern691(a nni mm) 

Director 	Rose Temple . 	 847/516-8825 
(rtewipIPO.,nml.en mom) 

Director 	John Fraccaro 	 847/697-9607 
(ifraccaro@juno.com) 

Director 	Jim "Taz" Krepel 	 815/459-9345 
(tazman69er@netscape.net) 

Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 
(tlizardkumro@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site wwwtnpeats nrE Hun INF. (R47) 622-3501 e-mail• in 	ats_meeQhnfinail mom 

NEXT MEETING: Febuary 3, 2004 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim Haase (jimhaase@cocasta 	Ilet 	847/776-7845 
Advertising 	Don Schaffer (numbersman@thecpas.biz) 	847/564-1489 
Membership 	Lynn Adams (leadams38@m n 	. m 	: 	. 	■ 

• : 	■ 	• 	• 	. 	, 	• 	• 	lo 	e 	•(//: 	■ 	• 	• 	■ 	1. 	 . 	: 	: 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (coman4@aol.com) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	Janet Riddick (riddick@wickes.com ) 	847/548-8447 
Communications 	John Fraccaro (ffraccaro@juno.com ) 	847/697-9607 
Roar 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com) 
Website 	Sal Saccomanno (salsaccoqt ameritech.net ) 	847/526-5200 
Hotline 	Jim Haase gimhaase•comcast.net ) 	847/776-7845 
Safety 	Ric Case (riccase@ameritec.net ) 	847/363-1542 
Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com) 	847/438-4998 

DANDY'S CYCLE 

itilightaN TRIMS, NC 

(847) 669-0256 
Fax (847) 669-0772 

www.randyscycle.com  

RANDY WEAVER 
11013 Route 47 
P.O. Box 516 
Huntley, IL 60142 

450 East Northwest I iighway 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60016 

GOLDWING HEADQUARTERS 
We got the MIDWESTS LARGEST SELECTION of 

new and used GOLDWINGS IN STOCK! 

• SALES 

• SERVICE 

VISIT US 
ONLINE AT 
WWWDPHONDACOM 

550 East Northwest Hwy. Des Plaines IL 60016 
(847) 699-9600 FAX (847) 699-9653 



OIL SPOTS 
By Traveler 

HELMET SPECS. If you're buying a brain bucket this year, the 
highest rating is Snell M2000. Helmets with a Snell M2000 
rating meet the highest strength standards set so far. 

RIDING PANTS. Whether you wear jeans, leathers, or kevlar, 
most riders frequently experience their pant legs riding up 
over the top of their boots during a ride. When you buy riding 
pants, add 2 inches to your normal inseam and that should 
solve the problem. Or, simply measure your inseam when you 
are seated on the bike. 

POLARIZED GLASSES. Sunglasses with polarized lenses pro-
vide some chromatic filtering, whatever the hell that is. These 
lenses will reveal stress lines in many plastics and in polycar-
bonates common in helmet faceshields. Good polarized lenses 
will create a rainbow effect when looking through your helmet 
faceshield and, in some cases your windscreen and gages. 
Best bet...don't wear polarized lenses when riding. 

DAMN RED LIGHTS. Have you ever been the first vehicle at 
a stoplight and the damn light won't change? Motorcycles 
don't have the metal mass needed for old traffic sensors to 
sense that a vehicle is present. One technique is to strap a 
strong magnet to the underside of your bike. Another is to run 
the red light and risk a ticket or an accident. Say what you will 
about the citizens of Tennessee but, they were smart enough to 
recognize this problem and have recently passed a law allow-
ing motorcyclists to run a red light if they exercise due cau-
tion. As far as I know, that's only legal in Tennessee. 

ORGAN REPOSSESSION! Wouldn't you think it would be up to 
the owner of something to decide on the disposition of those 
things they own? If you believe in this basic concept of own-
ership, don't ride in California without a helmet. Once again, 
the brilliant minds of the California legislature, (yes, the same 
ones who ran the state in debt), have meddled in motorcy-
clists' affairs. They recently amended their helmet law to 
require helmets only for riders under the age of 18. But, if a 
rider is killed while legally riding without a helmet, the state 
can take their organs involuntarily! The way I see it though, 
most bikers hearts are too big to transplant into a non biker. 

LIARS. It is commonly held that most motorcycle speedome-
ters register 5 - 10% faster than actual SOG. (speed over 
ground) yet oddometers are relatively accurate. With the pro-
liferation of GPS units on motorcycles, this suspicion is 
becoming substantiated. It seems that you can rely more on 
the accuracy of your oddometer than you can your speedome-
ter. What's the point? If your speedometer shows that you're 
riding at 60mph, you typically are riding between 54 to 57 
mph. (5 - 10% slower.) Change the size of your tires and 
you'll really throw it off. 

WET AIR. Water is only good in tractor tires, not motorcycle 
tires. Next time you put air in your tires, bleed the air from the 
air hose until no water comes out. 

CLEAN SPOKES. After a few miles, traditional spoke wheels 
pick up road grime and turn nasty looking. Typically, they stay 
that way because they're such a pain the ass to clean. If you're 
a nut for detailing, and you'd rather clean than ride your bike, 

take a wide shoelace and wrap it around one spoke a few 
times. Pull it back and forth and up and down with a bit of pol-
ish on it. Do that 144 times, once for each spoke on the front 
and rear wheels, and you not only have the cleanest spokes in 
town but, you have effectively wasted an entire day. 

WAXING TIPS. Never put a freshly waxed bike in the sun. The 
sun will bake the wax before it "cures" and leave it cloudy. 
Let it set in the shade for a few hours. Use old toothbrushes for 
removing wax from those hard to get at crevices on your bike. 
Before waxing, of course, wash the bike. A leaf blower is an 
easy way of drying the bike with no water spots. 

INTERNATIONAL MOTORCYCLE SHOW. Feb 6 - 8, 2004 at the 
Donald E. Stephens Convention Center, Rosemount, IL. Fri 
4pm - 9pm, Sat 9am - 9pm, Sun 9:30 am - 5pm. Come to the 
GRASS class on Feb 8 and go to the show with us afterwards. 

BIKER TERRORIST. On January 6, 2004, it was reported that 
a woman on a Paris to Cincinnati flight was pulled off the 
flight because she had suspicious wires hanging from her jack-
et. Further investigation revealed that it was an electric heat-
ing vest under her motorcycle jacket. I think she got all the 
heat she could stand. 

Biker Culture 
T-shirts you're likely to see in 2004... 

My computer might beat me at chess but...I beat it at kick box-
ing! 

Tact is for people who aren't witty enough to be sarcastic. 

Doesn't expecting the unexpected make the unexpected 
expected? 

Urology - Pee all that you can pee. 

Your village called. There idiot is missing. 

Instant human...just add coffee. 

If a holes were airplanes, this place would be a major airport. 

No, I'm just disguised as a responsible adult. 

If life is a journey, shouldn't you be moving along? 



BLIND-SPOT BLUNDERS 
Does the Truck Driver in the Next Lane See You? 

Traffic is bumper-to-bumper on the freeway this after-
noon, so you're riding on full alert. You try to leave 
enough following distance to avoid running into the car 
ahead of you or getting hit from behind. It's frustrating 
and potentially dangerous to be squeezed in between 
larger vehicles as traffic moves a few feet then stops. 
Eventually, you realize that the right lane of the free-
way is closed for repairs, and everyone must merge into 
the left lane. 

Most of the drivers ahead are politely allowing alter-
nate vehicles to merge, so you plan to do the same. But 
there are four trucks next to you, and you realize the 
third truck is signaling and starting to move left. You 
ease into the left-wheel track, then slow to give your-
self more space. 

But as the truck moves over, you see that the moving 
van behind it is also moving, right on top of you. You 
swerve over the line onto the narrow shoulder to avoid 
getting crushed, accelerate up alongside the cab, and 
beep your horn. The errant moving-van driver finally 
sees you, but there is nothing he can do now except 
shrug his shoulders and allow you to squeeze in 
between him and the other truck. 

Motorcyclists must accept the fact that bikes are small 
and, therefore, difficult to see in traffic. It's especially 
difficult for truck drivers to see a motorcycle in their 
mirrors. A driver of a large moving van may be looking 
in his or her mirror to determine whether there is space 
to merge and not see a motorcycle hidden in the blind 
spot. 

However, you have more options than just continuing 
to creep along in traffic, allowing yourself to get into a 
merging blunder. You can move up alongside the cab of 
a truck to be seen better or you can move over to the 
right lane behind a car, so that when you merge back 
into the left lane you will be in a better position. Yes, 
you may lose your place in line, but that's better than 
losing your life. 

Excerpted with permission from Street Strategies: A Survival Guide for 
Motorcyclists by David Hough, $19.95, ISBN 1-889540-69-2. Copyright © 2001 
by BowTie Press. 

Minutes of the Board Meeting 
January 12, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

President Jim Heniff opened the meeting at Duke's 
with Ken Glassman, Terry Kumro, Sandy Vernon, 
John Fraccaro, Lynn Adams, Taz Krepel, Don 
Schaffer, Ric Case, Rose Temple, Chuck Prettyman, 
and Bard Boand in attendance. 

Treasurer Don Schaffer submitted the final 2003 
Financial Statement, which was accepted by the 
Board. A copy is with the Secretary. 

Ric Case clarified GRASS class attendance policy as 
follows: Every member who lives within 100 miles 
must attend a class within 1 year of membership, and 
it is a requirement for membership renewal. 
Passengers are not required to attend, but are invited 
and encouraged to attend a class. 

Faye Braun, of Palatine, was approved as an Associate 
member. She is the wife of Randy Braun, but appar-
ently none of the Board members chose to hold that 
against her. Bob Krugerud, of Lake Zurich, was 
approved as a Full Member, and was sponsored by Ric 
Case. Big Top Cats WELCOME to Faye and Bob. At 
her request, Roberta Arsenault, has changed her mem-
bership status to an Associate member. 

Lynn Adams is our new Membership Chairman. ANY 
changes to your address, phone numbers, or E-mail 
addresses should be reported to her. Lynn will also 
have available new roster updates on a monthly basis. 
She will bring a few printed ones to the general meet-
ings, and upon request, she will e-mail an Excel 
spreadsheet to any member who requests one. 
MAJOR TOP CAT ROAR to Lynn for stepping up 
and taking over that job! 

Jim Heniff will work with the Board members to have 
certain traditions, rules, and customs be put into writ-
ing, so that all members can more easily understand 
them. Among the items to be codified will be the 
election process, protocols for the different colored 
patches, use of the clubs mailing and E-mail lists and 
Roar, as well as requirements for becoming a Road 
Captain and Senior Road Captain. Also, membership 
requirements will have ongoing discussions. 



TOP CATS ACTIVITIES CALENDER 
February 2004 - May 2004 

Date Time Activity Location Leader 

Tue-2/3 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-2/8 8:30 AM G.R.A.S.S. Class Village Grill and Tavern R. Case 
Mon-2/9 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Tue-3/2 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Mon-3/8 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Tue-4/6 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Mon-4/12 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sat-4/17 10:00 AM Top Cats Spring Fling Ride Egg Harbor, Barrington TBD 
Tue-5/4 7:30 PM Top Cats General Meeting Boathouse, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-5/9 All Day Mothers Day Wherever Mom Wants Mom 
Mon-5/10 7:30 PM Top Cats Board Meeting Duke's, Wauconda J. Heniff 
Sun-5/16 7:00 AM Top Cats Little Angels Ride TBD TBD 
Sun-5/23 4:45 AM Top Cats Sunrise Ride TBD TBD 



815-459-8000• 12tantEt ke  i 5-22 sSpt  Para sLear 

SEE OUR ENTIRE INVENTORY AT...VVVVVV.VikingdOdge.COM  

Special to All TOP CAT Mem 

SERVICE HOURS 	 UP TO 5 QTS 
 

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm • Sat 8am-12pm 	Fits most vehicles. Some models slightly higher. 

One coupon per customer. Not valid towards previous or ANY other offers. Valid only at Viking Dodge. Please present coupon prior to service. 

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY! 
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Top Ten 
By Traveler 

Motorcycling's top ten ways to kill an organiza-
tion... 

1. Don't attend meetings or events but, if you do, 
show up late. 

2. Be sure to leave before the meeting ends. 

3. Never have anything to say at a meeting. Wait 
until you're outside. 

4. When at a meeting, vote to do everything then go 
home and do nothing. 

5. Avoid taking any part in the organization's 
affairs. 

6. Never ask anyone to join the organization. 

7. If asked to help with anything, say you don't 
have the time. 

8. Never read anything pertaining to the organiza-
tion. 

9. If appointed to a committee, never give any time 
or service to that committee. 

10. Don't do anymore than you absolutely have to 
and, when the other members willingly and 
unselfishly help the cause, complain about how the 
organization is run. 

Need 
Help with- 

Income Taxes? 
Divorce Planning? 

Business Valuation? 
Business Accounting? 

Financial Audits or Reviews? 
Computer Systems Assistance? 

Business or Personal Planning? 
You need the 

NumbersMan 

Donald J. Schaffer, CPA/ABV 
Schaffer, Vietinghoff & Wallach, PC. 

3710 Commercial Ave. #1 
Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847)564-4500 #17 

NumbersMan@TheCpas-Biz 

Advice rendered by our firm is totally indepen- 
dent. 

We do not sell or take any commissions or 
incentives for recommending. 



Reservations? 
By Traveler 

Can history really repeat itself? 

In the 1880s there were a group of Americans who liked to roam 
the hills and valleys of this great land. 

- They liked to ride with the wind in their faces and the 
sun on their backs. 

- They loved the outdoors and they had a special sense 
of freedom. 

- They wore leather and had a style of clothing all their 
own. 

- They often had long hair and were decorated with 
jewelry. 

- They liked to gather around campfires and share 
brotherhood and sisterhood. 

- They were divided into many tribes and clans, each 
with their own leader. 

- They argued with each other but kept it within their 
clan. 

- They were never able to unify all the tribes and clans. 

- They were called savages, outlaws, and other deroga-
tory names. 

- Their simple presence and unique image put fear into 
the hearts of many town folk. 

One day, the Government and do - gooders of society decided 
that these people were so intimidating and different in dress and 
culture that something must be done. So they passed laws which 
restricted their rights and denied their freedom. Eventually, their 
way of life was destroyed and they were relegated to small, 
worthless areas called reservations where they could live in their 
own culture and dress in their own way. Yes...they were the 
American Indians. 

Today, there is a group of people in America who like to roam the 
hills and valleys of this great land. 

- They like to ride with the wind in their faces and the 
sun on their backs. 

- They love the outdoors and they have a special sense 
of freedom. 

- They wear leather and have a style of clothing all their 
own. 

- They often have long hair and wear jewelry. 

- They gather around campfires and share brotherhood 
and sisterhood. 

- They are divided into many tribes and clans, each with 
their own leader. 

- They argue with each other but keep it within their 
clan. 

- They are unable to unify all the tribes and clans. 

- They'e called savages, outlaws, and other derogatory 
names. 

- Their simple presence and unique image put fear into 
the hearts of many town folk. 

One day, the Government and do - gooders of society decided 
that these people were so intimidating and different in dress and 
culture that something must be done. So they passed laws which 
restricted their rights and denied their freedom. Eventually, their 
way of life was eroded and they were prohibited from entering 
certain towns, certain establishments, and riding on certain high-
ways. They rallied annually, and frequently, at remote locations 
where they could get away and live in their own culture and dress 
in their own way for a short period of time. Yes...they are 
Americans too. American bikers. 

Some months ago in a foreign country, setting in a poor excuse 
for a bar, the talk turned to motorcycles. One of the guys asked 
why bikers seem to embrace Indian decor and culture. I had no 
answer then  

The next time you go to a fine restaurant and the hostess asks if 
you have a reservation, you wouldn't be lying if you simply 
said...."Not yet." 



Minutes of the General Meeting 
January 6, 2004 

By Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

On a bitterly cold night, the turnout for the meeting was remarkably large. It was so cold (how cold was it?) that 
the pipes froze in our meeting room, so the meeting was held in the bar area. 

Outgoing President, Sandy Vernon, called Bard "Judge" Boand up to honor him for all his long time service to 
the Top Cats as a Board Member, and presented him with one of her famous portrait photographs of Bard on his 
bike. 

Newly elected Directors, Terry "Lizard" Kumro, Rose Temple, Taz Krepel, and John Fraccaro received their 
rockers. Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick was honored for his long time service to the club as a Board Member, 
Secretary, Vice President, and President. John Lunde was thanked for his outstanding work as Secretary and 
received his rocker. 

Don "Numbers Man" Schaffer remains as Treasurer. Newly elected Treasurer, Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman, newly 
elected Vice President Chuck Prettyman, and newly elected President Jim "Ice Man" Heniff received their rock-
ers. 

Sandy Vernon received a standing ovation for all of her hard work and dedication as our President last year, and 
of course, she will remain on the Board as the Past President. 

Bard reminded everyone of the need to book early for Big Sturgis and Little Sturgis, and the need to sign up for 
the banquet and Trempolo trip. 

Don Schaffer gave everyone a rather detailed presentation of the finances of the club, and what dollars come into 
the club, and what dollars flow out of the treasury. ANY member who has ANY questions about the finances is 
encouraged to call Don, and he'll be happy to furnish you with a complete financial statement. Our books are an 
"open book" to any member. 

Safety Chairman, Ric "Clutch" Case, presented Don Schaffer with his white Road Captain rocker. Congrats to 
Numbers Man. And while we're on the Road Captain subject, Jim "Cool Jazz" Haase was voted a Senior Road 
Captain by the club's Senior Road Captains, for his excellent skills leading and planning many rides over the last 
2 years. Big Top Cat ROAR for Jim. 

The seasons first GRASS class will be held, Sunday, February 8, at 8:30 AM, at the Village Tavern, next to the 
Buffalo Grove Gold Course. All new members must attend a class to learn our group riding protocols, and all 
Senior Road Captains must also attend a GRASS class each year to maintain their status. 

Sunday, September 12 is the date of our Charity Ride, so mark your calendars. More info will be coming every 
month on that. Linda Daro, and Rose Temple, along with several other members will be heading up that effort 
this year. 

Jim Haase has agreed to remain our Activities Chairman for this year, after he did such a stellar job last year. 
BUT, he is looking for someone to help him. This is a great opportunity for someone to step up to learn from 
Jim how our club's rides work and to be a part of the planning and implementation. So please, let's get in there 
and help. Call Jim Haase. 

Lynn Adams has stepped up and will be our Membership Chairman, so direct all inquiries to her regarding that. 
Thanks Lynn, for jumping in ! 

Volunteers are needed for many of the clubs committees. With so many new members, helping on a committee 
is the BEST way to get integrated into the club. You'll meet new people, and develop friendships within the club. 
It just enhances the benefits that the Top Cats offers, and it will make your membership experience richer. So, 
get in there and help. If you don't know what you'd like to do, just call any of the Board members. We'll be happy 
to give you some ideas on how you can find something to help with, that will suit your talents, interests, and time 
commitment. 



AN00.0.000:0 
Top Cats - 1995 
By Traveler 

X The TOP CATS organization was founded in the Spring of 1995 
by Mr. Carl "Virgo" Bender of Barrington, Illinois. A business 
owner and motorcycle enthusiast himself, Virgo's goal was to 

`R combine business and pleasure, and seek out other individuals 
with an interest in doing the same. TOP CATS was the name 
Virgo established, since members had to be the "Top Cats" in 
their worklife to be a member. 

MAY 
In May, 1995, the first group meeting was a picnic at Virgo's. 

The first newsletter was a two - page quarterly published in 
May, 1995 called "The American Dream in Motion." The 
members were not quite satisfied with the publication's name 
and were searching for a better one. Subsequent newsletters 
this year were simple titled "The Monthly Newsletter." 

Carl "Virgo" Bender was the Founder, Rob "Mow Man" Mann 
was the Activities Chairman, Jerry "Curmudgeon" Kelk was 
the Membership Chairman, John "Da Paz" Peace was the 
Communications Chairman, and Richard "Angel" Moore and 
Richard "Slick" Greene co-chaired Products and Benefits. 

A 

0 0 

JUNE 
<C>s)>  The first official meeting was June 4, 1995 at Formerly 

Farmens. At this first meeting it was decided to change the 
meeting date to the fist Tuesday of each month so members 
could ride Sundays. 

 

The newsletter became a monthly vs. quarterly publication. 

The first Top Cats' election was held and Rob "Mow-Man" 
Mann was elected President, Jim "Hook" Tossing-VP, Don 
"Marlboro" Dorgan-Sec/Treas, Virgo-Founder, and Directors 
were Jordy Glazov, Mikey "Trikey" Garceau, and Herb Kaiser. 
Committee chairs; Activities-Hook, Benefits-Marlboro, Public 
Relations-Herb Kaiser, Membership-Jordy, Products-Slick. 

A 

rah 

 

JULY 
Eleven, of now 29, members attended the July meeting. 

The Charter members that year had their pictures laminated on 
their membership cards and paid no dues. 

AUGUST 
The first group ride, lead by Rob Mann to Kettle Morrain State 
Park in August 1995 was a 180 mi r/t in the rain. It consisted X 
of 6 bikes including Ric Case and Jordy Glazov. 

The first leather Top Cats patch was introduced to be awarded XX 
 to members who recruit new members. 

An initiative for a business networking directory was started. XX  

SEPTEMBER 
Formerly Farmens closed. The Club moved to the Barn ofX 
Barrington. 

With more Charter members than dues - paying Regular mem- XX  
bers, income was a problem and the Club established the cate-
gory of Gold Charter Member for Charter members who vol-
unteered to pay annual dues. Among them were Rob Mann, 
Jordy Glazov, and Ric Case. 

A group of Top Cats rode to Milwaukee for the annual H-D X 
Open House to look at the new 1996 models. Among them X 
were the Manns, the Glazovs, and Carl and Terri Hart. 

The Club agreed to open membership to executives for one year 
in addition to business owners. 

OCTOBER 
The Club grew from 7 members to 32 members by October. 4 
Top Cats held their 2d group ride with 10 members riding to th

e Dukane Toys for Tots Run on 8 Oct, lead by Hook.  

NOVEMBER 
The first Top Cats Board meeting was chaired by President Rob 
Mann on 7 November. New members voted in included Bard 
"Judge" Boand, Jon "OJ" Simpson, Gordon "Maverick" X 
Tapley, and Tom "Top Cat" Malia. 

Top Cats established their first web site. 

The 3d Top Cats ride was scheduled for 12 November but was  
postponed until 19 November due to snow. It was a 200 mi r/t 
ride to Castle Rock State Park with 9 riders led by Hook. x 
Among them were Carl Hart, Vince O'Leary, Ric Case, Rob 
Mann, Jordy Glazov, and OJ Simpson. 

DECEMBER 
Top Cats held their first 50/50 raffle to help with their dire 
financial situation. 

The 4th Top Cats group ride was held on 3 December with 
members and 3 guests riding to the annual Chicago Toys for X 
Tots led by Rob Mann. Among them were Jordy Glazov, Vince 
O'Leary, Carl Hart, and Gordon Tapley 

By the end of 1995, this embryonic club called Top Cats was 
off to a fast start. The Club had 47 members including current 
members; Rob and Eilene Mann, Ric Case, Jordy and Sheila 
Glazov, Bard Boand, Tom Malia, Carl Hart, Gordon Tapley, 
Vince O'Leary, John Kahles, George Lax, and Jon Simpson. 
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k-t, Our original logo, today's Top Cats patch, was designed by 
X Richard " Angel" Moore, (Deceased 1996), after some discus- 

sion on whether or not the lion's genitals should be included. 
x The conservatives won and, unbeknownst to most...our current 
X lion is neutered. 

Virgo was acting as the president, VP, secretary, treasurer, 
newsletter publisher, and director as the organization, By Laws 
and Mission Statement were still being drafted. 

Dues were $50.00/yr for an owner or person in charge of a busi-
ness. 

The Club decided on a monthly social forum (meeting), a quar-
terly newsletter, an annual picnic, a minimum of three rides a 
year, and possibly affiliating with AMA or MRF. 

Lene Mann suggested that the Club look into fund raising for a 
charity (how prophetic) but, the consensus was that the Club 
was too small at the time. 

The first newsletter included a cover/address sheet with the 
Top Cats' logo on the header and a picture of a 1927 Harley 
Davidson at the bottom. Inclosed was a flyer for the 16th 
Annual Midnight Tour on June 10, 1995, at Maryville Academy 

0 and a Top Cats membership roster. 
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Top Cats - Illinois 
PO Box 1201 
Barrington, IL 60011-1201 
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